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now impossible to have more than 500 to 1,000 bricks
laid under the same conditions.
A most ridiculous incident came to my attention
not long since; a carpenter going from one job to an-
other was laboriously pushing his bicycle and when
asked why he did not ride he said it was against the
union rules to ride from one job to another because
that saved too much time and would therefore tend
to deprive another man of a job. He had the bicycle
with him because when he left his work in the evening
he wanted to get home as quickly as possible. This
is economic insanity.
The purchasing power of wages, however, may be
decreased by an arbitrary outside body with the
power to fix the wages and in this respect the Govern-
ment Labour Boards during the war showed un-
paralleled efficiency. Mr. Charles Piez, the Director-
General of the Emergency Fleet Corporation, has
furnished me some rather striking facts, as for in-
stance the following:
In the case of a well-managed yard on the Pacific
coast in which the number of men increased threefold
in a little more than a year, a comparison of wages
and output with the corresponding items of two years
before revealed the fact that before the signing of the